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Qena Port (Beir Ali)
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Qena Port (Beir Ali)

» Qena Port (Beir Ali) is located along the
Arabian Sea coast. 120 km from Makla city
and 140 km from Attaq. the administrative
center of the Shabwa Governorate. The port
was first mentioned in the Old Testament of
the Bible. according to classical Greco and
Roman sources. especially the Eritrean Sea
Traveler. It was called “Trola’ in Ptolemy.
and (q n a) in ancient Yemeni inscriptions.
Today. it is known as ‘Beir Ali’ which is the
name of the modern village located 3 km to
the northeast of Qena City.
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i-" il » A Yemeni-Soviet archaeological mission
discovered the role of the port as a key
harbor on the route to India. from the
second half of the first millennia BC.
However. fossils have not yet indicated
any preceding periods in the port which
was once Yemen’s main port. known for
transit trading from the first to the fourth
centuries A.D.

» Ancient Yemeniinscriptions mention that
Qena gulf (Farda) was part of Hadhramaut.
The inscription marked Ir.13 indicates
that it was the main port in the Kingdom
of Hadhramaut. Qena port was used as a
transit trading point. from which incense
and gum were transported by caravans viaa
land route to the Mediterranean countries.
and by the sea routes in later periods. The
portalso received spices from India and East
African goods. Besides. this was considered
the best port in Arabia by the ships of the
time. as it provided welcome refuge from
the southwestern monsoon.




